INVISIBLE NO MORE: STUDY GUIDE
REFLECTION ACTIVITY

TIMELINE OF VIOLENCE & RESISTANCE

1400s

1500s

1600s

1700s

1800s

Colonization
of Indigenous
lands now
known as the
United States.

Vasco Nuñez de Balboa engages
in “gendercide,” throwing 40
Indigenous people described as
“dressed effeminately in women’s
clothing” who engaged in sexual
acts with men to his dogs.

First enslaved
woman of African
descent to land in
what is now known
as the United
States.

A majority of Southern states
establish “slave patrols” to
control the movements of African
descended people, who must
carry passes/proof of free status
when traveling off plantations.

U.S. government institutes
policies requiring Indigenous
people to carry passes when
off reservations and forcing
Native youth to attend
government and church run
Indian Residential Schools.

1492
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Invisible No More sketches the history of state violence against Indigenous,
Black, and immigrant women of color in the United States from 1492 to the
present. Of course, there is a lot that is missing from both the book and the
timeline below — and much that we will never know.

1500s
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1619

Massachusetts
law bans “crossdressing” to
prevent “same-sex
sexual encounters”

1696

1700s

1800s

TAPE PAGE 1-2

Print this document out on four pages, and tape them together along
dotted lines to make the timeline, then post it where everyone can see it.

St. Louis, MO police
force created to
“protect” residents
against Native
people.

Cherokee people forcibly
removed from their
land embark on Trail
of Tears, during which
U.S. soldiers. routinely
commit sexual violence
against Cherokee women.

Black codes,
establishing specific
set of laws for African
descended people,
are struck down.
1866

1808

1830s

1866
Frances Thompson, a formerly
enslaved transgender person,
and Lucy, a 17-year-old formerly
enslaved girl, were assaulted,
robbed, and raped in their home
by white men, including 2 police
officers, during the Memphis
Riots. They later testified about
their violations before Congress.

2

INVISIBLE NO MORE: TIMELINE OF VIOLENCE & RESISTANCE

Use markers or post-it notes to fill in events on the timelines of
violence, resistance, and of your personal or collective history based
on your own experiences, the history of your communities, and what
is happening right now.

Page Act, first U.S.
immigration law,
bans immigration
of “Chinese” women
and people who have
engaged in prostitution.

Wounded Knee
massacre of 230
Lakota women
and children.

Jim Crow period.

1870s

1940
1875

Lozen, an Apache
woman, leads
resistance to land
theft in the Black
Mountain area of New
Mexico.

1880

1900S-LATE 1960S
Daisy Bates
called on white
and Black leaders
to address police
abuse and rape
of Black women.

TAPE PAGE 2-3

Be sure to place yourself/selves on the timeline – when and how did
you enter this conversation? What are significant points in time for
your understanding of the issues explored in the book? Make sure you
include moments of resistance, of commemoration, and of healing.

Once you have added to the timeline, reflect on what is there – what
trends do you see over time? What has changed? What remains the
same? Where and how did things shift? What kinds of resistance
made a difference?

1900s
Lawful permanent
resident Sara Harb
Quiroz stopped at the
U.S. Mexico border and
deported on suspicion of
being a lesbian.
1955

1951

1959

1963
1960

Civil Rights
Congress files
“We Charge
Genocide”
Petition with
United Nations.
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Claudette Colvin
arrested and sexually
harassed by police
officers for refusing
to give up her seat on
a segregated bus in
Montgomery, Alabama.

Fannie Lou Hamer
arrested and physically
and sexually assaulted by
police during protest of
segregated lunch counter
in Winona Mississippi.

Uprising against
police harassment
of Black and Latinx
trans women, street
youth and gay men
at Coopers’ Donuts in
Los Angeles.
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1967

1969

“Sir” Lady Java, a
Black trans woman,
challenged crossdressing laws in Los
Angeles.

Marsha P. Johnson, a
Black trans woman
and Sylvia Rivera, a
Puerto Rican trans
woman, are among
the leaders of the
Stonewall Uprising.

1971-1975

1963
National Council of
Negro Women and Delta
Sigma Theta publish a
report documenting of
the treatment of women
civil rights activists by
Southern police and jailers.

Campaign to
Free Joan Little
for killing an
officer who
attempted to
rape her.

TAPE PAGE 3-4
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*Credit and appreciation to Raquel Willis
for documenting the stories of Frances
Thompson and Lady Java.

“Broken Windows” policing
theory advanced, naming
homeless people, youth
of color and street-based
prostitution as signs of
“disorder.”
1979

Passage of “Gun
Free Schools Act”
signals intensification
of “school to prison
pipeline.”

General Accounting Office
issues report documenting racial
profiling, strip searches, and
cavity searches of women of
color at the nation’s airports,
women testify before Congress
and file a class action lawsuit.

1984
1982

Eleanor Bumpurs killed by
New York City Housing Police.
Angela Y. Davis issues a call
to anti-violence advocates to
take up the cause of women
targeted for police violence.

2013

2016

2016

2000
INCITE! publishes
an Organizer’s Toolkit
on Law Enforcement
Violence Against Women
of Color and Trans
People of Color.

BlackLivesMatter
and Black Youth
Project 100
founded.

Second National
Day of Action to
End State Violence
Against Black
Women, Girls, and
Femmes

Standing Rock
Sioux and allied
Indigenous people’s
mount sustained
protest against
the Dakota Access
Pipeline.

Resistance

1,500 people gathered
in the streets of Boston
to memorialize the lives
of six Black women who
had been murdered
within a two-mile radius
of each other, organized
by the Combahee River
Collective.

2008
1995

Violence

2000s

My History
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